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Family of Pádraig Schaler says Ireland’s
healthcare system failed him
Jane Walsh @irishcentral (http://www.twitter.com/irishcentral) April 08,2014  04:00 AM
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Pádraig Schaler (http://www.irishcentral.com/news/irishman-sustains-life-threatening-
injuries-after-being-struck-by-van-on-cape-cod-213818721-237760741.html)remains in a
coma nearly 10 months after being struck by a van on Cape Cod last summer. His family
says Ireland’s healthcare system has failed him.

In 2013, Schaler, who had just finished his Irish and History degree at Dublin’s Trinity
College, traveled to the United States on a J1 visa to work in Cape Cod for the summer.

According to the police report, the 23-year-old was riding his bike near the Bramble Inn at
10 a.m. on June 27, 2013, when he turned in front of a van driven by Mark Couto, 52, of
Brewster. Both driver and cyclist were headed east on Route 6A when Schaler turned left in
front of the vehicle without warning as Couto was trying to pass him. The report stated that
Schaler was not wearing a helmet.

The accident left Schaler in a coma. His parents, Reinhart Schaler and Pat O’Byrne, flew to
Cape Cod to be by their only son’s bedside in the hospital. He was moved back home to
Beaumont Hospital in Ireland, but his family was informed that he needed intensive
neurological rehabilitation. Unhappy with the options open to them in Ireland, his parents
decided to move him to Germany in November, at a cost of €12,000 ($16,400) for the air
ambulance transport.

Because he was half German and half Irish, Padraig was able to get into a German hospital.

Pádraig was immediately started on intensive neurological care in Germany. In Ireland, he
would have had to wait a year for treatment and would have only been entitled to three
months of rehab.
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Photo by: GettyTrinity student remains in coma after Cape Cod accident last summer.
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“There’s three beds in the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Dublin and usually patients
get in there for three months,” his father told TheJournal.ie.
(http://www.thejournal.ie/padraig-schaler-accident-coma-family-1398359-Apr2014/) “In
the meantime they stay while they are waiting in an acute hospital.”

“They say its a matter of money, and funds. It’s not – it’s a matter of priorities,” said
Reinhart.

Padraig’s parents have made contact with four other families in similar situations.

“A lot of them don’t speak up because they are in Ireland – people are a little bit fearful to
give out [as it] might have repercussions,” said Reinhart.

While the German hospital is better equipped and the health system there is better than in
Ireland, his parents say the choice to move Padraig to Germany was not an easy one.

“Pádraig has a real love of the Irish language,” said his father. “One of the things that we
thought would be really difficult was he was going to be removed from his friends.”

Padraig’s mother described it as “agony” to see what happens to “somebody who was so
vivacious and perfect.”

And being unable to communicate with him “just makes it so much more difficult than a
physical ailment”, said Pat. “The progress is incredibly slow.”

Padraig’s parents still hold jobs in Ireland and rent an apartment in Germany. Their two
daughters remain in Ireland.

“At moment, with fundraising we’re not in debt but we are coping,” said Reinhart. “Thanks to
all the support from all our families.”

Angered at his son’s situation and the response of the Irish health care system, Reinhart
wrote an open letter to Ireland’s prime minister Enda Kenny.

“As the parents of a child in a coma, or to be more precise a minimally conscious state, we
can tell you that “this broken health system” has not just failed our son but has also torn
apart our family. It forced Pádraig out of the country he loves more than any other, away
from his friends, and the language and culture he so deeply cherishes.

“I don’t know how stupid they think people are,” Reinhart says of the people running
Ireland’s health system. “I don’t understand how they can sleep at night when they know
that is happening to people.”

“We thought that if anything happened to any of us the State would look after us, the health
system would be there to help us. It’s not the case at all. It’s really, really horrific. It’s
something that I really don’t understand how they can keep telling us… Reilly is saying that
they’re cutting out of the budget and health care is going to get better. It’s beyond a joke, to
me it’s criminal.

“What they basically do is they forget about you.”

Meanwhile, Padraig’s progress has been slow, but tiny triumphs are huge milestones.

“We ask him to squeeze his hand – he can do that now. We ask him to move his foot, he can
move his foot. He is not just moving but doing that when we ask him to do it. He can
understand what we are saying. He is out of this locked in deep coma that he was in when
we left.”

Reinhard writes about his experiences in a blog, and the family keep regular updates on
their son’s condition on the site CaringforPadraig (http://caringforpadraig.org/), where the
family has compiled three simple steps of action they believe would improve Ireland’s
health system.

News
Celtic calendar and astrology was
based on trees

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Celtic-

8

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Celtic-

calendar-

http://www.enterpriseefficiency.com/author.asp?doc_id=269098&image_number=2&section_id=1129
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/shite-irish-parents-say-on-st-patricks-day-to-their-american-kids-142299275-237434681.html
http://www.thejournal.ie/padraig-schaler-accident-coma-family-1398359-Apr2014/
http://caringforpadraig.org/
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Celtic-calendar-and-astrology-was-based-on-trees.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Celtic-calendar-and-astrology-was-based-on-trees.html#article-comments-section
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZ04qSKhHU6rOIMubigbQsIGABpnjwrEG0d2oh6sB2MWJqC8QASCV0v4RUKS44NgCYJWylYKkB6ABucnn5wPIAQKoAwHIA8EEqgTPAU_Q6SCZFViBKRFcvruGBG1DIiTZoQg1yzbkouXBJYz_8mqaxkqILAymN6CLrxkMZeZNj6fnQxYMBLQqg5mEwWxYpBxrIegfF_nyHM5adfLbNosXrc_8eAQWkINcr9heNrrVXJ_s3Bqfv0tD14ToGAS-TqtwOIOAqST48XCB_0MZzVQMwG5afptfe8Xji32q-JEMxXy6Zg1t71PQMtOgUBX7loJyjEdqeVRoDVrPbrhOXRbdZbmCEOplw-6NlzLs6YrIeRHmVbeU5r8EbLMSLogGAaAGAoAHicH1MQ&num=1&cid=5GiDAw709rLHCyzRwPFiyFfb&sig=AOD64_2xdI2vhWdOq3AzxyzMwDINmMg2vA&client=ca-pub-1530442700926220&adurl=https://www.airbnb.de%3Faf%3D8781787%26c%3Dintdisplay_d_ger_na_na_fp_img%26alsm%3D1


11/04/2014 09:36Family of Pádraig Schaler says Ireland’s healthcare system failed him - IrishCentral.com

Page 3 of 4http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Family-of-Padraig-Schaler-says-Irelands-healthcare-system-failed-him.html

0 TweetTweet 3 LinkedIn Email Comments

COMMENTS

Unveiling the Hidden World of Domestic

Violence Victims in Religious Communities

(http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?

abstract_id=2331015) (Going to search)

Rise of America's Secret Military

(http://learni.st/users/jacobrwheeler/boards/68500-

rise-of-america-s-secret-military) (Learnist)

D-Day (The Normandy Landings)

(http://learni.st/users/farbood/boards/34028-

d-day-the-normandy-landings) (Learnist)

Patrick Stewart Officially Married…Thanks to

Ian McKellen

(http://www.theatermania.com/los-angeles-

theater/news/09-2013/patrick-stewart-

officially-marriedthanks-to-ian-mc_65984.html)

(Theater Mania)

Pierce Brosnan’s daughter married days before

death from cancer

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/-Pierce-

Brosnans-daughter-married-days-before-

death-from-cancer---VIDEO-214116111.html)

The most mispronounced Irish names in

America

(http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/craic/Most-

mispronounced-Irish-language-names-in-

America.html)

Popular Irish baby names getting more difficult

to pronounce

(http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/Irish-baby-

names-getting-more-difficult-to-pronounce-by-

the-day-154024005.html)

The top ten most beautiful Irish people

(PHOTOS)

(http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/IrishCentrals-

top-ten-most-beautiful-Irish-people-

119907399.html)

Recommended by

296LikeLike 0 2

PREVIOUS (HTTP://WWW.IRISHCENTRAL.COM/NEWS/67-PERCENT-OF-IRISH-WILL-VOTE-IN-

FAVOR-OF-GAY-MARRIAGE-IN-2015.HTML)

NEXT (HTTP://WWW.IRISHCENTRAL.COM/NEWS/PRESIDENT-MICHAEL-D-HIGGINS-

DEDICATES-BRITISH-STATE-VISIT-TO-IRISH-EMIGRANTS-.HTML)

MORE IN NEWS

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-

percent-of-Irish-will-

vote-in-favor-of-gay-

marriage-in-2015.html)

67 percent of Irish will vote in
favor of gay marriage in 2015
(http://www.irishcentral.com/…
percent-of-Irish-will-vote-in-favor-
of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html?
section=1909641)
Patrick Counihan April 08, 2014  01:02 AM

Support for gay marriage on the up in Ireland

ahead of 2015 referendum. [more

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-percent-of-

Irish-will-vote-in-favor-of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html?

5

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-

percent-

of-

Irish-

will-

vote-

in-

favor-

of-

gay-

marriage-

in-

2015.html?

section=1909641#article-

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-

Michael-D-Higgins-

dedicates-British-state-

visit-to-Irish-

emigrants-.html)

President Higgins dedicates
British state visit to Irish
emigrants (PHOTOS)
(http://www.irishcentral.com/…
Michael-D-Higgins-dedicates-
British-state-visit-to-Irish-
emigrants-.html?
section=1909641)
Sean Dunne (http://www.irishcentral.com/author/sean-

dunne.html) April 08, 2014  04:22 AM

Take our poll: Do you approve of Higgins' state

visit? [more

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-Michael-

D-Higgins-dedicates-British-state-visit-to-Irish-

64

(http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-

Michael-

D-

Higgins-

dedicates-

British-

state-

visit-

to-

Irish-

emigrants-.html?

section=1909641#article-

comments-

section)

Write a comment

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishcentral.com%2Fnews%2FFamily-of-Padraig-Schaler-says-Irelands-healthcare-system-failed-him.html&text=Family%20of%20P%C3%A1draig%20Schaler%20says%20Ireland%E2%80%99s%20healthcare%20system%20failed%20him&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishcentral.com%2Fnews%2FFamily-of-Padraig-Schaler-says-Irelands-healthcare-system-failed-him.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishcentral.com%2Fnews%2FFamily-of-Padraig-Schaler-says-Irelands-healthcare-system-failed-him.html
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2331015
http://learni.st/users/jacobrwheeler/boards/68500-rise-of-america-s-secret-military
http://learni.st/users/farbood/boards/34028-d-day-the-normandy-landings
http://www.theatermania.com/los-angeles-theater/news/09-2013/patrick-stewart-officially-marriedthanks-to-ian-mc_65984.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/-Pierce-Brosnans-daughter-married-days-before-death-from-cancer---VIDEO-214116111.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/craic/Most-mispronounced-Irish-language-names-in-America.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/Irish-baby-names-getting-more-difficult-to-pronounce-by-the-day-154024005.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/IrishCentrals-top-ten-most-beautiful-Irish-people-119907399.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Family-of-Padraig-Schaler-says-Irelands-healthcare-system-failed-him.html#
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-percent-of-Irish-will-vote-in-favor-of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-Michael-D-Higgins-dedicates-British-state-visit-to-Irish-emigrants-.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-percent-of-Irish-will-vote-in-favor-of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-percent-of-Irish-will-vote-in-favor-of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html?section=1909641
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-percent-of-Irish-will-vote-in-favor-of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html?section=1909641
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/67-percent-of-Irish-will-vote-in-favor-of-gay-marriage-in-2015.html?section=1909641#article-comments-section
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-Michael-D-Higgins-dedicates-British-state-visit-to-Irish-emigrants-.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-Michael-D-Higgins-dedicates-British-state-visit-to-Irish-emigrants-.html?section=1909641
http://www.irishcentral.com/author/sean-dunne.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-Michael-D-Higgins-dedicates-British-state-visit-to-Irish-emigrants-.html?section=1909641
http://www.irishcentral.com/news/President-Michael-D-Higgins-dedicates-British-state-visit-to-Irish-emigrants-.html?section=1909641#article-comments-section


11/04/2014 09:36Family of Pádraig Schaler says Ireland’s healthcare system failed him - IrishCentral.com

Page 4 of 4http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Family-of-Padraig-Schaler-says-Irelands-healthcare-system-failed-him.html

(http://oascentral.irishcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.irishcentral.com/news/L25/500108592/Bottom/IrishCen/IrishLotto_728Euro_Mar28_Apr30_2014/Euro_Banner.jpg/417a426f4e314d7239554d4142676c75?

x)

2 Comments Sort Subscribe RSS (http://comments.us1.gigya.com/comments/rss/6363531/General Comments/254175961)

Noriel Zen Alvarez 15 hours ago

Like Reply Share 0

Jacqueline L 3 days ago

Like Reply Share 0

I know that this is not related with this article but I just like to share to you this safety service that really useful, We can't predict the accident but we
can do something to prevent the situation to get more worse. check this safety service that will response by simply pressing the panic button help will
come ASAP http://safekidzone.c ​om/?a_aid=532899a8a7 ​859

The healthcare system hasn't failed him, you cannot have an infinite number of beds in rehab just incase someone needs them. Rehab is a long
drawn out process and can take months if not year. The family are now paying for rehab in Germany, they could have paid for private rehab in
Ireland
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